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Bike MS FUNDRAISING 101

This guide contains a few ideas that past participants have employed in their successful fundraising efforts.  Make this your campaign to help people living with MS and fund research.  The success you achieve will be from the efforts you employ.  If things do not turn out the way you plan – don’t get discouraged!  There are many ways to raise the funds to reach your goal.  We’re here to help - just ask!

Make it a point to not let fundraising consume you.  It is a challenge but one that can be met!

There are three basic ways to raise money:                                                                          

1. Personal Appeal – This is a direct request for financial support to friends, family members, co-workers, clubs, organizations, businesses, and corporations.

2. Special Events – Host a party or another social gathering.  A small cover charge or donation basket at your favorite restaurant or night spot is a great way to raise funds!

3. Corporate Sponsorships – Find out if your local businesses will support you and your efforts.  

Treat your fundraising goal much like you would any other personal challenge – be creative, keep a positive attitude, use your network, follow up on leads, and ASK!
Most importantly, you are not “begging people for money”.  You are championing a cause.  You are not asking for a loan.  You are giving people the opportunity to help others living with MS that need support and to find a cure for multiple sclerosis. 
We can make a difference.  This is WHY WE RIDE!
Bike MS TOP FIVE FUNDRAISING HINTS
1. IDENTIFY YOUR PROSPECTS:  You’d be surprised at how many people you know; even casual acquaintances who may support your efforts.  MS affects more people than you are aware of! (See the next page for prospect leads!)

2. ASK, ASK, ASK – You are doing a great thing! The Bike MS program allows people to experience the joy of helping others vicariously through you.  When you participate in this program, you represent not only yourself but also all of those that donated to your efforts.  Make sure that everyone realizes that his or her contribution lasts much longer than the 30 seconds it took to write a check.  
3. MENTION YOUR EFFORTS WHENEVER POSSIBLE.  You never know when someone has $20 burning a hole in their pocket.

4. START NOW!  There is a lot to be said for those people who get all of their fundraising done, so they can concentrate on their training as the event weekend nears!

5. Use those close to you as a “mini-committee” to reach your goal!  Ask them to share their rolodexes, send out letters, help plan a party, or find a raffle prize.  Include everyone!  
The best way to fundraise is to use a combination of techniques including a fundraising email or letter, a drawing, a party or corporate involvement. 
You do not need to know all of your donors.  It is okay to accept donations from people you don’t know.  Just remember to thank them.  Just by carrying their letter around with them everywhere, many Bike MS participants have received donations in bars, in the elevator at work, at parties, in front of a local grocery store, etc.

IDENTIFY YOUR PROSPECTS!

Did you think about asking the following people to support you?

· Your Holiday Card list including family members and friends

· School friends from high school or college

· Co-workers

· Individuals in clubs or organizations that you know

· Neighbors

· Members of your place of worship
· Places where you do business –

· Grocery store

· Drug store

· Corner deli

· Doctors

· Dentists

· Hair salon

· Banks 

· Restaurants

· Tanning salon

· Business associates – vendors or clients

· Fitness center friends

· Attorney

· Accountant

· Eye doctor

· Florist

· Insurance Agent – Life, car, health, homeowners/renters

· Lawn Service

· Pediatrician
· Veterinarian
· Your Child’s School

OTHER FUNDRAISING IDEAS!!
Consider these fundraising ideas to be successful.  They are divided into three categories:  personal, work/club/group, and local business support.

Personal:
Fundraising ideas that can be done by you personally.
· Have a yard sale!  Get your friends, neighbors, co-workers, and family members to donate items for your yard sale.
· Ask everyone you ask for a donation online to forward your email to their family and friends to spread the word about your commitment to participate in the bikeMS event and raise funds to create a world free of multiple sclerosis.
· On your birthday, ask your friends and family to make a pledge to your bikeMS effort in lieu of a birthday gift.
· Have a neighborhood block party, sell food and ask for donations for admission.
· Post a message or flyer on the bulletin board at work, place of worship or workout facility asking for pledges.
· Place an ad or message in the bulletin or newsletter at your place of worship.
· If you belong to a Chat Room online, post a message on the Intranet.  People raise significant dollars from people across the county they don’t even know.
· Ask ten friends to get ten donations for your fundraising efforts.  Reward the friend who raises the most money with a home-cooked meal or dinner out.
· Set aside a day to run errands for people and charge for your services.  Ask a busy florist if they need help with deliveries on busy days and get the florist to pay you for your time.  Get your whole team involved in this project!
· Ask your donors if their companies have a matching gift program to match their contributions.
· Host a game night like Monopoly, Poker or another game and ask for donations to attend.  Recruit prizes to give away to the winners.
· Create a light weight display with small orange MS’s and attend local Happy Hours and ask people to make a donation to ‘Make Their Mark Against MS’ with markers.  
· Ask your friends and family to forward your emails to their friends and family members.  
· Some schools will allow their students to host “hat days” where students make donations to wear a cap or hat to school on one day.  See if your child’s school will do this project or a school near your home or work.
· If you can’t sing, ask for donations from friends to sing at a local Karaoke Night near you.  While you Karaoke, encourage people to make donations to stop you from singing!
· Think about the timing of your donation requests.  Send emails blasts to your co-workers on payday or at a time when people write a lot of checks like utility bills or rent/mortgage payments.
· Ask a club or organization to host a pancake breakfast to raise funds for you or your team.
· Provide a pet service to walk people’s dogs.  Get your older children involved with this idea!
· Host a “Bingo Night” at your house or a local building with a large room.  Ask for $10 donations to play and get prizes donated for the winners.
· Host a “Spaghetti Supper” for everyone you know.  Spaghetti is cheap to make and you can usually get the ingredients donated.  During the meal, host a silent auction with donated items.
· “You’ve Been Flocked!”  Gather large, ugly pink flamingos yard decorations and “Flock” someone you know.  Ask people to “flock” their friends by making a donation, typically $20.  You and/or your team place the pink flamingos in the front yard of unsuspecting ‘flockees’.  On the stake with the flamingos, you ask the individual for a donation to remove the flamingos, an additional donation to ‘flock’ someone else, and/or another donation to purchase “flock insurance” so they cannot be flocked again.
Work/Clubs/Groups:

Fundraising ideas that involve people at work or clubs and organizations you may know.  

· Ask your boss.
· Get membership lists for clubs or organizations that you belong to and send emails or letters to everyone on the list.
· Hold a silent auction in your workplace or building lobby one day or over a week during lunch hours.  Solicit area businesses for prizes (movie passes, spa, restaurant and car wash gift certificates, etc.).  Don’t forget a prime parking space at work or a half-day or whole day off from work!  Don’t forget to set minimum bids at half the value of the item and do not sell the item if it does not reach half its value.  Use it for a raffle later or prize for another project.
· Ask your business to host a “Dress Down Day” at your office.  With permission from your supervisor, sell the opportunity to dress down for a day in your workplace, usually $5-$10 a day.  Contact the MS office for information to distribute to your co-workers.
· Host a bake sale at your office or in your office complex or building around 2:30pm.  You’ll be a hit!  Get others to help prepare items and help with sales.
· Host “MS lunches” at your office and get area restaurants to donate pizza or other food and sell it for $5 to your co-workers.
· If someone in your family bakes or you do yard work, auction your services to bake a cake or work a day for someone.
· Get a toy bowling set and sell chances for $5 to be in a drawing for a prize.  If you get a strike, your name is entered into a drawing two times.  If you get a spare with the second ball, your name is entered into the drawing once.  Consider other games that involve skill to make this work at your office.
· Collect recipes from employees, create a cookbook and sell them.  These can be produced for approximately $2 each and sold for $7 - $10.
· Ask your boss to match the total you raise or your team raises.  This encourages others to donate if they know their donation will be matched.
· Get an article in your company, club, place of worship or your neighborhood newsletter about your efforts to stop MS and ask for contributions.
· Host a “Most Beautiful Baby” contest at work having donation jars set-up as votes.  The jar with the most donations wins.  Get prizes donated for the winners.  Consider other prizes like “Best Smile” or “Funniest Look”.
· Create a “Super Box” for everyone to collect spare change.  Decorate the box with pictures and inspirational quotes in anticipation of the bikeMS ride.
Business:
Fundraising ideas that involve local businesses in your fundraising efforts.

· Get four area restaurants to donate $25 gift certificates and raffle off as $100 worth of restaurants or use this idea with stores and give away a shopping spree!  Each ticket should sell for at least $2 each, or 3 for $5.
· Check with Wal-Mart management to find out if they will match funds for all money raised outside their store property and hold your raffle or silent auction in front of the Wal-Mart entrance.
· Ask an area restaurant to host lunch or dinner benefit days/nights and donate a percentage of their sales that day to your bikeMS Team.
· Identify one or two corporate sponsors that can make a large donation to your efforts.
· Identify small businesses that you frequent or businesses near your home or office and ask for $100 donations to list their name on the back of a t-shirt that your team can create and wear.  These businesses can be known as “Business Backers”.
· Ask a restaurant to place donation envelopes at each table.  You can write or type this onto the envelope; “Please make a contribution to help people living with multiple sclerosis and to fund research to create a world free of MS.”  Waiters and waitresses can check the envelopes after each setting to collect donations.  See if the restaurant will match the contributions up to a certain point which the envelopes can state as well.
· Ask local restaurants to donate their specialists for a food tasting party and charge admission.  Guests can try a little bit of everything.
· Ask a hair salon to donate funds from each haircut over a weekend to you.  Ask them to promote the project to their customer base including blast emails, posters in the store window, one-page handouts at the cash register.  Invite everyone you know to participate.
· Ask a travel agency you work with to donate a plane ticket or cruise to raffle.
· Ask the vendor machine operator in your building to add five cents to the cost of a snack or drink and donate that extra nickel to your efforts.
· Ask the waiters and waitresses in your favorite restaurant if they will donate one day’s tips.
